WORLD RELIGIONS:  WHERE DO CATHOLICS

FIT IN THE WORLD?
Opening Prayer - “I Can Only Imagine” + Morning Offering [Note: you are being given the Morning Offering on a prayer card to put by your bed, on your bathroom mirror, some place that you will see it and pray it each morning.  This is a time of conversion and a fantastic way to start your day, remembering that you are living for Christ.  Bishop Baker will expect you to be able to recite this prayer on the day you are confirmed.]
· Introduce the year/Sacrament of Confirmation/Journaling (starting next week)

· Handout “About Me” for completion

· Collect and ask if anyone wishes to discuss.

· Introduce PowerPoint on World Religions.

· Run/Discuss Show

Closing Reflection: The Trinity is the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is described as the love between the Father and the Son.  This year is about choosing to live the faith; Confirmation is the first major adult decision you will make – and, an extremely important one.  You will receive a strengthening of the gifts from your heavenly Father that you received in Baptism.  
I am about to show you a video about a man named Dick Hoyt.  – Hoyt is a father in California.   In 1962, God blessed Hoyt with a son.  He named him Rick Hoyt.  Rick Hoyt had a traumatic birth because his umbilical cord became wrapped around his neck depriving him of oxygen.  The lack of oxygen caused brain damage that resulted in Rick’s inability to send messages from his brain to his muscles – cerebral palsy in the form of spastic quadriplegia, and the inability to speak.  

The physicians told Dick Hoyt his son would be nothing more than a vegetable, encouraging him to give up on his disabled son and place him in an institution.  Well, Rick’s father (and mother) chose not to give up.  Instead they spend untold hours working with him.  Rick’s mothers spent hours every day teaching Rick the alphabet.  At the age of 11, they fitted Rick with a special computer that enabled him to communicate.  This device provided evidence that Rick was indeed highly intelligent – and actually a sports fan. 

This video shows someone living the example of Christ.  As a confirmed Catholic, you are being called to live the example of Christ for others.   Just as God will NEVER give up on you and never stop believing in you, Dick Hoyt never gave up on his son.   Watch this video and think about how you can live this example. (“Can” – Dick Hoyt - http://www.karmatube.org/videos.php?id=6) 
PowerPoint Script
Slide 1:
World Religions – Where do Catholics fit in?
Ask/Discuss:

1. Did you know that there is $400 spend per day per person trying to get into your head – ads, publications, TV shows, news, bumper stickers, tee-shirts, cereal boxes, etc.  What would you do with a $400/day allowance?  What would the world look like if there were no signs other than traffic-related?  
2. When you leave Church today, on your way home, try to tally how many signs, tee-shirts, bumper stickers, bill boards, fast food, etc. ads and messages you see just from Church to your house.

3. How Catholic are you?

4. What do you think of when you think “Catholic?”

5. How do you feel about being a Catholic at your school?  Among your friends?
6. How do you feel about going to Mass instead of “Sunday Service” or “Worship?”
7. What makes you different?

8. Discuss choosing faith for deeper reasons than popularity and “Beach Breakaway”

Slide 2:
What is a “World Religion”?  Allow them to discuss – ask questions such as “is Catholicism a world religion? Or, is Christianity a world religion?”
Slide 3:
There are twelve classical world religions—those religions most often included in history of world religion surveys and studied in world religions classes: 
· Baha'I (“Ba-High”), 
· Buddhism, 
· Christianity, 
· Confucianism, 
· Hinduism, 
· Islam, 
· Jainism, 
· Judaism, 
· Shinto, 
· Sikhism (“Seek-ism”), 
· Taoism, and 
· Zoroastrianism (“Zoro-astri-ann-ism”). 
We’re going to take a quick overview of the nine largest of these classical religions. 

Slide 4:
Timeline of Monotheistic Religions (Mono = 1 God) – Draw out timeline on the board.
1. – Judaism – Started around 2000 BC

a. Oldest of the monotheistic faiths.  
b. Affirms the existence of God, Yahweh, who entered into the covenant with the descendants of Abraham.  “Father Abraham” – remind students of the story of Abraham sacrificing – did God sacrifice his son?
c. God’s chosen people.  What religion were Jesus, Mary and Joseph?  Jewish!
d. Judaism’s holy writings reveal how God has been present with them throughout history – The Torah = Our Old Testament.

2. – Christianity – 30+ AD

a. Founded by the followers of Jesus of Nazareth.  
b. The New Testament Gospels describe Jesus as a teacher and a miracle worker.  
c. He proclaimed the kingdom of God.
d. Holy Book is the bible.  Is there a difference between Catholic and Protestant Bibles?  Yes – the Catholic Bible has 7 add’l books (Lutheran and Angelican Bibles have these writings referenced in an appendix or other secondary place.  These books include:  Tobias, Judith, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, First and Second Machabees.  They also exclude parts of Esther [10:14 to 16:14] and Daniel [3:24-90; and 13, 14]. 
i. The old testament’s written in Hebrew is the oldest original OT.  These writings are included in the Hebrew version.  

ii. Later the OT was translated in Greek which did not include these books.

iii. Jews did not later accept the Hebrew books because they were written closer to the last centuries before the coming of Christ; and, because Christians used these books “known as the Septuagint” in their controversies with Jews.

iv. In the 16th century, Protestants rejected these books because they did not support their doctrinal teachings.  For example, 2nd Machabees contains the doctrine of purgatory and the idea of praying for the dead.  Protestants could not reject one without rejecting all.  So, they removed these books in 1517, which had always been in the Bible before, deeming them “apocryphal” or uninspired writings.)

e. Is the Bible the only book used by Catholics?  No.  Catholics use the book of Catechism as a reference source to ensure proper biblical interpretation of the bible.

f. How many different “denominations” are there today?  According to the World Christian Encyclopedia, there are 38,000 Christian denominations!  Good grief!  It’s like a “flavor of the month.”  
3. – Islam – 622 AD

a. Founded in Arabia by Mohammed between 610 and 632.  
b. Sources of Islamic faith are the Koran, regarded as the uncreated, eternal Word of God, and tradition regarding sayings and deeds of the prophet.
c. Jews and Christians are “People of the Book” but have corrupted the word of God and only have partial revelation.

d. Jesus and the virgin birth are real, but Jesus did not die nor was he resurrected.  He only ascended.  Jesus was a true prophet of God whose message has been corrupted.  Jesus will come again.

e. Clergy are called Imams, Mullahs, Caliphs, Mustiffs, and Dervishes.
f. Men can marry up to 4 women.
g. They adhere to the 5 Pillars of Islam (duties of Muslims).  

Where do Judaism, Christianity and Islam all hail from?  The Holy Land!  All 3 major mono-theistic religions come from the Middle East.
4. – Sikhism – 1500 AD

a. Founded by the Guru Nanak in the early 16th century.  

b. Hybrid of Hindu and Islamic beliefs, 
c. It advocates a search for eternal truth and, 
d. While believing in reincarnation, rejects the notion of divine incarnation.
e. Their clerics are gurus.

f. Men and women are equal in the eyes of God.

g. After life – Sikhs believe when we die we merge back into the universal nature, like a drop of rain merges into the ocean.  There is not a permanent hell, but a suffering for deeds to learn lessons.
5. – Baha’i – 1863 AD

a. Founded by Mirza Husayn ‘Ali Nuri, who took the name Baha’u’llah (Glory of God) while in exile in Baghdad.  His coming had been foretold by Mirza Ali Mohammed, known as al-Bab, who founded Babism in 1844, from which the faith grew.  
b. The central tenets are the oneness of God, the oneness of humanity, and the common foundation of all religion.  
c. The people of Baha’i also believe in the equality of men and women, universal education, world peace, and the creation of a federal system of world government.
d. Most holy of the Baha’i books is the Kitab-i-Aqdas. 

e. Heaven and Hell?  Baha’is believe heaven and hell are rather spiritual realms of existence in which one is nearer or further away from God.  Heaven and hell are not physical places but spiritual realities.  
Slide 5:  Timeline of Polytheistic Religions – Poly means “Many” Gods
1. – Hinduism – 4000 to 2500 BC

a. The major religion of India.  
b. In contrast to other religions it has no founder. 
c.  Considered the oldest world religion.  It dates back, perhaps to prehistoric times.  
d. Hinduism is a syncretic (means to unite different principles) religion, welcoming and incorporation a variety of outside influences.  
e. Believes in karma and reincarnation.  The soul reincarnates again and again on earth until it becomes perfect and reunites with its Source or the Devine.  The soul may enter into many bodies, assume many forms and go through enumerable births/deaths.  
f. Hinduism does not have a single holy book, but several with the primary being the Bhagavad Gita.  Their holy books depend upon the journey of life and if the person has a spiritual inclination.
g. Hindis believe in a kind of heaven and hell, but neither are permanent.  Souls go into these worlds based on their deeds to enjoy or suffer to learn a lesson before returning to earth.  There are 14 worlds in the universe – 7 upper and 7 lower.  Obviously, the higher the more joy and the lower the more suffering.  Heaven and hell are merely different worlds, bound by time, space and causality.
2. – Buddhism – 560 to 490 BC

a. Buddhism was founded in the 4th or 5th century BC, in northern India by a man known traditionally as Siddhartha Gautama.  
b. By meditating under the bodhi tree, he reached enlightenment and taught his followers about his new spiritual understanding (Reaching Nirvana).
c. Believes in “Rebirth” and Karma.  Reincarnation is a retributive process of karma and can span more than 1 lifetime, even perhaps many thousands of times.  They call is “walking the wheel of life.”  This rebirth is considered a transmigration of the immortal soul – which can be reborn as a trout, ant, eagle, or hopefully another person (but not a plant which is considered not to have that time of consciousness).
d. The sacred book of Buddhism is the Tipitaka.
e. Heaven and Hell?  There are no permanent heavens or hells.  They believe there are 31 states of existence in the universe, including humans.  The 4 planes below the human are unhappy states of existence.  Karma can drive moving into one of the lower states.  Above the human plan are 2 additional planes – where the lifespan is said to last billions of years in relation to the earthly life.
3. – Confucianism – 500 BC

a. Confucius was born in 551 BC in the state of Lu in China.  He traveled throughout China giving advice to its rulers and teaching.  His teachings and writings dealt with individual morality and ethics, and the proper exercise of political power.  
b. Unlike most religions, Confucianism is primarily an ethical system with rituals at important times during one’s lifetime.  
c. Most important times are birth, reaching maturity, marriage and death.
d. Considered more a philosophy – remember that China is a communistic society.  In communism, there is no god.  Government comes before all things.  
e. Confucius did not deny the existence of a reality beyond the human world, but says that the nature of ultimate reality and the intentions and expectations of divinities are beyond the human capacity to know.  Therefore, one must follow morals based upon human relationships.

f. There is no sin, only the opportunity to learn from mistakes.

g. Heaven and hell?  We cannot possibly know, so just live and behave in a way to promote social relations.
4. – Jainism – 420 BC

a. The founder of the Jain community was Vardhamana, the last Jina in a series of 24 who lived in East India.  
b. He attained enlightenment after 13 years of deprivation and committed the act of salekhana, fasting to death, in 420 BC.  
c. Similar to Hindu and Buddhism.  They believe in karma and reincarnation as do Hindus but they believe that enlightenment and liberation from this cycle can only be achieved through asceticism (plainness).  
d. They are fruititarianists; only eating that which will not kill the plant or animal from which it is taken.  
e. Jainists believe the soul is uncreated, eternal and has infinite power and knowledge – so, it has inherent potential of divinity, not to be a god, but to achieve “liberation.”
f. They also practice ahimsa (refraining from causing pain to any living creature), because any act of violence against a living thing creates negative karma which will adversely affect one’s next life.

Slides 6-13:  Follow Slides/Discuss
Christian = Catholic until the 16th century – Started by Martin Luther to address the abuses of the church

· Presbyterians and Baptists – started in 17th century

· Methodists – mid-18th century
· There are over 38,000 Christian denominations since Martin Luther …
Atheist – either rejects theism or takes the position that deities do not exist = the absence of belief in the existence of a deity.
Agnostic – Greek meaning “without” - the philosophical view that the truth value of certain claims — particularly metaphysical claims regarding theology, afterlife or the existence of deities, spiritual beings, or even ultimate reality — is unknown or, depending on the form of agnosticism, inherently impossible to prove or disprove and hence unknowable.  Not a religious declaration in itself.  
Slide 14:  Am I Alone as a Catholic?  Discuss

Slide 15: Did you know these people are Catholic?  Why?  (Habits – they’re nuns!)

Slides 16-21:  Follow Slides
