PSR 8th Grade Lesson Script
“The Early Church”

Introduction – Reflection Song:  “Halo” – Journal:  Do you struggle with faith, hope or love?  If so, why?  If not, why?
Slide 1:   Introduce discussion about the early Catholic Church.  Discuss the: 
Slide 2:   Passion – He felt every sin man had committed – yours and mine today – as pain upon His body [He was sacrificed for you = Lamb of God ~ You take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us!].  We say it at every Mass, 
Slide 3:  Resurrection – We are going to talk about angels next class – but a guarded tomb and the earth shook as a heavy stone was rolled away – scared the guards to death.  So, here come the women with burial spices and arrive at the tomb before dawn.  The body is gone.  Mary Magdalen runs to tell the Apostles and the other 2 women see an angel seated in the vestibule who says Jesus is risen and they should tell the Apostles they will see Him In Galilee.  Then Mary Magdalen returns and sees the first 2 angels and then Jesus, Himself!  Do you think the Apostles believe the holy women – of course not.  So, Jesus appears to the disciples at Emmaus and later appears to all the Apostles, except Thomas.  We will talk about Thomas (a/k/a “Doubting Thomas”) when we talk about stigmata, 
Slide 4:  Ascension – 40 days after His resurrection, Christ elevated Himself into heaven.  Catechism states that this does not necessarily imply that heaven is directly above earth, but Acts 1:9 describes Christ being “raised up and a cloud received Him out of their sight” – referring to the disciples that saw this, and 
Slide 5:  What happened after.
· Peter denied Jesus 3x (fear) – yet he was the “Rock”
· For 40 days after Jesus’ resurrection, He appeared to His Apostles and other followers.  Wow!  Can you imagine?!
· However, the day came for Christ to finally return to His home in heaven.  But He promised a Helper.  So … who came?  (The Holy Spirit at Pentecost – Pentecost is the Birthday of the Catholic Church.)
Slide 6:  What does it mean to “witness?”

· Verb – Witness a crime?
· Noun – Witness in a case?
· Point:  The Apostles were to be witnesses in both senses.  They had been with Jesus for 3 years – heard His messages, seen His miracles.  Now they were to be Christian witnesses.  Spread the good news to others – God loves you and offers everlasting life.
Slide 7:  Can you name the 12 original Apostles?  What happened after Judas’ betrayal?  (See if they can before providing the answers.)
Original 12:

	Peter (denied Christ 3x)
	John (youngest apostle; cared for Mary after Jesus’ death)
	Matthew (former tax collector)

	Thomas (Doubting Thomas)
	Andrew
	Philip

	James the Greater (First Apostle to die for Christ)
	James the Less
	Simon (Member of a radical Jewish group – the Zealots)

	Jude
	Bartholomew
	Judas Iscariot (Betrayed Jesus)


Slide 8:  Peter:  Brother of Andrew; a fisherman; called Cephas or Peter by Christ; “Chief Apostle”; Witnessed the agony of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemani; established the Holy See in Rome; martyred by crucifixion in 64 or 65;  Often depicted in Catholic art carrying 2 keys – symbolic of his primacy in the Church.  Talent:  Possessed a lively and brilliant spirit and warm heart – not exceptional.

Slide 9:  John:  Brother of James the Greater; a fisherman; witnessed the agony of Jesus in the Garden; Mary was commended to his special care by Christ; wrote the 4th Gospel, 3 Catholic Epistles and Relvelations; died a natural death around 100; Represented in art by an eagle to symbolize the sublimity of the contents of his Gospel.

Slide 10:  Matthew:  A Galilean, called Levi by Luke and John; a tax collector; one of the Evangelists; Preached the gospel in Judea, Ethiopia, Persia and Parthia; was martyred; in art, depicted with a spear – the instrument of his death – and as a winged man for his role as an evangelist.

Slide 11:  Thomas:  Doubting Thomas; according to legend, preached the Gospel in places from the Caspian Sea to Persian Gulf and eventually reached India where he was martyred near Madras; in art, depicted knelling before the risen Christ or with a carpenter’s rule and square.

Slide 12:  Andrew:  Peter’s brother; fisherman and first apostle called; according to legend, preached the Gospel in northern Greece, Epirus and Scythia; Martyred at Patras around 70; in art, represented with an x-shaped cross, called St. Andrew’s Cross; patron saint of Russian and Scotland.

Slide 13:  Philip:  according to legend, preached the Gospel in Phrygia where he suffered martyrdom by crucifixion.

Slide 14:  James the Greater:  Brother of John; fisherman; with Peter and John, witnessed the agony of Jesus in the Garden; first of the apostles to die by the sword in 44 during the rule of Herod; in art, depicted carrying a pilgrim’s bell.

Slide 15:  James the Less:  Called “Less” because he was younger in age or shorter in stature than James the Greater;  wrote an Epistle; was stoned to death in 62 or thrown from the top of the temple in Jerusalem and clubbed to death in 66; in art, shown with a club or heavy staff.

Slide 16:  Simon:  Called the Cananean or the Zealot; according to legend, preached in various places in the Middle East and suffered martyrdom by being sawed in half; in art, is depicted with a saw, the instrument of his death, or a book, symbolic of his zeal for the Law.

Slide 17:  Jude:  Wrote the shortest Catholic epistle; Matthew and Mark called him Thaddeus.  Traditions say he preached the Gospel in Mesopotamia, Persia and elsewhere and was martyred; in art, depicted with a halberd (an ax-like blade and a steel spike mounted on the end of a long shaft), the instrument of his death.
Slide 18:  Bartholomew:  Friend of Philip; tradition says he preached the Gospel in Ethiopia, India, Persia and Armenia, where he was martyred by being flayed and beheaded; in art, depicted holding a knife (instrument of his death).
Slide 19:  Judas:  The Apostles gathered in an “upper room” and prayed for 9 days.  Afterwards, Peter made his first decision – replace Judas and bring the number of the Apostles back to 12.  The replacement was chosen by drawing lots.  The # 12 important = the 12 tribes of Israel in the OT.  The replacement was Matthais.  
Slide 20:  Matthias:  Replaced Judas before the Resurrection; said to have preached the Gospel in Palestine, Cappadocia or Ethiopia; in art represented with a cross and a halberd, the instrument of his death as a martyr.  
	GOSPEL according to...
	MARK
	MATTHEW
	LUKE
	JOHN

	WHO? 
traditionally attributed author?
	"John Mark of Jerusalem" (Acts 12:12; 15:37; Col 4:10; Phlm 1:24; 1Pet 5:13)
	Tax collector & apostle (Mark 3:18; Matt 9:9; 10:3; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13)
	Physician & companion of Paul (Col 4:14; 2Tim 4:11; Phlm 1:24 only)
	John, son of Zebedee; one of 12 apostles (Mark 1:19; 3:17; cf. John 21:2)

	WHO? 
implied author?
	Bilingual (Aramaic & Greek) Christian of the 2nd generation; "young man" of 14:51-52?
	Multi-lingual (Aramaic & Greek) early Jewish Christian; trained "scribe"of 13:52?
	Gentile Christian convert; well educated Greek "historian"; client of Theophilus (1:1-4)?
	The "beloved disciple" and his Jewish Christian followers (19:35; 21:20-24)

	TO WHOM? 
implied audience?
	Mostly Gentiles, fairly new in their faith, and facing persecutions
	Better educated Jews who believe in Jesus, but argue over the Law
	Wealthier Gentile Christians in an urban setting, becoming complacent
	Very mixed: mostly Jews, some Gentiles, Samaritans, etc.

	WHERE? 
written from and/or to?
	Probably Rome; possibly Decapolis, Syria or Alexandria?
	Possibly Galilee; probably in or near Antioch in Syria
	Probably Greece; possibly Syria/Antioch (Pauline missions)
	Originally Galilee or Syria; traditionally Ephesus (Asia Minor)

	WHEN?
approximate date?
	First written "Gospel"; very late 60's or early 70's (Jewish War 66-70)
	Late 70's or 80's (w/ older sources, incl. one written by Matthew?)
	Mid to late 80's (incl. "many" earlier written sources)
	Main edition 90's (early edition 50's?  epilogue after 100?)

	WHAT? 
subtype of "Gospel" genre?
	Narrated "good news" (1:1) about Jesus, esp. his actions & his death
	Book of "heritage" of Jesus (1:1) & much of his "teaching" (28:20)
	An "orderly account" for attaining "secure knowledge" (1:1-4)
	Much "testimony" and "signs" for believers (20:30-31; 21:24-25)

	WHY? community circumstances & author's purpose?
	To encourage a group undergoing difficult trials and persecutions
	To teach a community with internal divisions and external enemies
	To challenge believers to put their faith into practice more fully
	To strengthen a group ostracized by other Jews for their faith


Slide 21:  The Acts of the Apostles – 

· What does it tell us?  About the early Church and the action of the 12 Apostles.  It describes the faith, growth and way of life of early Christianity. The story of the Ascension of Jesus into heaven, the coming of the Holy Spirit to the church at Pentecost, the martyrdom of St. Stephen and the conversion of St. Paul can all be found in this book.
· Who wrote it?  It is the second volume of Luke’s 2-volume work.  The Acts of the Apostles was written by St. Luke about 70 A.D. to 75 A.D. 
Slide 22:  When was the Catholic Church “born?”  Pentecost (discuss Pente = 5, so Pentecost happened 50 days after Christ’s resurrection).
· What did Jesus promise the Apostles after He left them to go to heaven in finality?  A helper.
· Acts 2: 2- 8

· 2 - And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. 

· 3 - Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 

· 4 - And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, 4 as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

· 5 - Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. 

· 6 - At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

· 7 - They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, "Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 

· 8 - Then how does each of us hear them in his own native language? 

· Pentecost was a great Jewish feast day – Israel gave thanks to God for the wheat harvest and for the law given to Moses on Mt. Sinai. 

· Because of feast, LOTS of people in Jerusalem to celebrate.  

· Discuss the incredible strong, violent wind and tongues of fire.  What would you think if that were to fill this room at this very moment when we were deep in prayer?  Discuss Moses – fire with the burning bush

Slide 23:   Leadership - Acts 13-43 – Peter steps up
· 13 - But others said, scoffing, "They have had too much new wine." 
· 14 - Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed to them, "You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem. Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 

· 15 - These people are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
· 16 - No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

· 17 - 'It will come to pass in the last days,' God says, 'that I will pour out a portion of my spirit upon all flesh. Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. 

· 18 - Indeed, upon my servants and my handmaids I will pour out a portion of my spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy. 

· 19 - And I will work wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below: blood, fire, and a cloud of smoke. 

· 20 - The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the coming of the great and splendid day of the Lord, 

· 21 - and it shall be that everyone shall be saved who calls on the name of the Lord.' 

· 22 - You who are Israelites, hear these words. Jesus the Nazorean was a man commended to you by God with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs, which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know. 

· 23 - This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. 

· 24 - But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it was impossible for him to be held by it. 

· 25 - For David says of him: 'I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 

· 26 - Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, 

· 27 - because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. 

· 28 - You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 

· 29 - My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patriarch David that he died and was buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day. 

· 30 - But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, 

· 31 - he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor did his flesh see corruption. 

· 32 - God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. 

· 33 - Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father and poured it forth, as you (both) see and hear. 

· 34 - For David did not go up into heaven, but he himself said: 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand 

· 35 - until I make your enemies your footstool."' 

· 36 - Therefore let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified." 

· 37 - Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles, "What are we to do, my brothers?" 

· 38 - Peter (said) to them, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit. 

· 39 - For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call." 

· 40 - He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

· 41 - Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that day. 

· 42 - They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers. 

· 43 - Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 

· It was such an event that a crowd of people heard it and gathered around the house to see what happened.  

· Discuss briefly the charismatic gifts of the Holy Spirit – Speaking in tongues and interpretation, healing the sick (in Jesus’ name), prophecy, discerning spirits (in Jesus’ name), word of knowledge and wisdom, and miracles (we will discuss further when we do the lesson on the gifts of the HS) – speaking in tongues, healing, interpretation

· The gift of tongues symbolized the worldwide mission of the Church.  

· Discuss the act of Baptism – initiation into the early Church.
Slide 24:  

What is you most valuable possession?  Commonly answer $, clothes, iPod, etc.  If no one answers “life,” ask whether they would say that is their most valuable possession.  Is there anything more precious than life?  Try to have them understand that life our of first and most precious gift from God.  
So, who gave up His life for you?  Jesus.  This displayed His great love for all people.

Slide 25:
And, who was the first person to give his life for Christ?  St. Stephen – 1 of 7 deacons the Apostles had appointed to help them “witness” and spread the word of Christ.  Stephen was an ardent speaker/sharer of his faith and love of Christ.  Soon, he angered some of the Jewish people – by proclaiming Jesus the Messiah, he was showing disrespect for the great temple in Jerusalem, the Old Jewish Law, and Moses.  These people bribed others to say that Stephen actually talked disrespectfully about the temple/law of Moses.  The stage was set to have Stephen arrested and put on trial.

Stephen was brought before the Jewish court called the Sanhedrin, where he gave a long speech in his defense.  Because of his love of Christ, he was more concerned with teaching than saving himself.  

In Roman Empire, the death penalty could be handed down only by the Romans themselves = Pontius Pilate and Jesus.  But Pilate had been called to Rome by the Emperor Caligula to answer the charge of showing great cruelty.  Note:  Jesus’ trial was illegal b/c it was held at night, which is against Jewish law.  So to, St. Stephen’s trail was illegal b/c he was tried and executive while the governor was absent.  

Slide 26:
Stephen mentioned 3 famous OT figures in his speech:  

· Abraham:  Prayed for a son – older so didn’t think it would happen.  But, prayers were rewarded.  Asked to sacrifice that son.  B/c of Abraham’s firm and unfailing trust in God, he was made the “father of a new nation.” And God promised his descendents would be as numerous as the stars in the sky.

· Joseph:  Youngest/most favored of Jacob’s sons.  Given a beautiful coat.  His brothers were so jealous, they threw him into a dry well to die.  Later pulled him out and sold him into slavery.  Joseph gained favor and influence with the Egyptian king (Pharoah) by interpreting his dreams.  After some years there was great famine.  Joseph’s father and brothers can to ask for grain.  Joseph gave them the grain and they stay in Egypt.

· Moses:  Chosen by God to deliver the Israelites from slavery.  Rec’d the 10 commandments from God on Mt. Sinai.  Crossed the red sea.

Stephen finished his speech by saying that, even though these leaders had been rejected, God had brought good out of their situations.  God had brought great victory out of Jesus’ death, as well.  When Stephen mentioned Jesus this way, the Sanhedrin knew he thought Jesus the promised Messiah.  This was more than they could take.  Stephen died praying to God to forgive his enemies.  

Point:  Why does God allow people who do evil to go on living with people who do good?  God loves us ALL – good and bad – and wants us all with Him in heaven.  So, He allows good and evil to exist side-by-side so that the people who do evil might be changed by the example and prayers of those who do good.  Each of us is “other Christs,” and we try to act like Christ by bringing His goodness and salvation to those who at first reject Him.  
Do we live in dangerous times now?  (Play “Armor of God” at http://www.lifeteen.com/blog/relationship-with-god/armor-of-god)  
Slide 27:  Story of the Starfish:  Years back, on the East coast of the US, those who made their living by catching and selling oysters were having a problem with the growing starfish population.  Starfish pry open oyster shells and eat the meat.  To reduce the # of starfish, nets were dragged along the sea floor.  Huge quantities of starfish were caught in the nets, brought ashore, spread out on the beach, and cut into pieces.  The oystermen then took the remains out to sea and dumped them back in the water.  Thinking their problems were over, the men returned to catching oysters.  As time went on, however, the oyster population once again began decreasing, but this time at a much faster rate than before.

Ask - What happens when an earthworm is cut into 2 halves? – Each half might grow back into a new worm.  So why do you think the oyster population again began to decline?  Because each of the five sectors of a starfish, if cut off from the rest of the animal, will regenerate itself into a complete, new starfish.  The attempt to reduce the starfish population had only increased it!

Those in Jerusalem who wished to crush the Church by destroying its advocates, actually caused many of the Christians to flee and settle in different parts of Judea and Samaria.  As the Christians settled in these new areas, they began to preach about Jesus and His message, gaining more converts to the Church.  Thus, the persecutors, in trying to use violence to crush the Faith, only increased the numbers of believers!
Closing Prayer

