Chapter 18:  The Way of Holiness

INTRODUCTION:  Song – “Give Me Your Eyes” + Morning Offering Prayer.

Journal Question:  As a confirmed Catholic you are called to stewardship – acting for others.  How can you spend your TIME to show others God’s love?
Discuss:  We have talked about Angels and learned that there are 9 Choirs or Hierarchies of Angel.  Can you name the 9 Choirs and tell what their primary job is?

· Order 9 – Angels – closest to the material world and human beings – deliver messages.

· Order 8 – Archangels – God’s messenger to people at critical times in history and salvation.

· Order 7 – Principalities – Can be hostile to God and humans due to sin; probable that whole countries are assigned to the care of certain principalities.

· Order 6 – Powers – Warrior Angels that fight against evil spirits that attempt to wreak chaos through humans.

· Order 5 – Virtues – Spirits of Motion that control the elements and govern all nature.

· Order 4 – Dominions – Angels of leadership who regulate the duties of the angels.
· Order 3 – Thrones – Angels of pure humility, peace and submission.

· Order 2 – Cherubim – Manlike in appearance and guardians of God’s glory having intimate knowledge of God and continually praising Him.

· Order 1 – Seraphim – Highest Order of angels that are attendants or guardians before God’s throne.

We have discussed that often we are unaware of angels in our presence.  I would like you to watch a video called “Murmuration.”  These are thousands of starlings (birds) film by 2 girls on a canoe trip in the North West coastal area of America.  Do you see the presence of angels – Vitues?  Watch:  http://vimeo.com/31158841 
(Slide 1) – “He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, forgiveness of sins.”  (Colossians 1:13-14)  
What does this mean?  Jesus is the beloved son who is God’s love in person.  Redemption is explained as forgiveness of sins.
(Slide 2) – Talk about Church Doctrine related to sin. 
· Purgatory:  If sin still clings to Christians (Heb 12:1), but there is no sin in heaven (Rev. 21:27), there must be a purification that takes place after ones death and before one enters heaven. Even if it were "in the blink of an eye," this final stage of sanctification must take place, so those who die in God's favor may be cleansed if any affection for sin remains in them. 

· Paul mentions this in 1 Corinthians 3:13-15: "Each man's work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work, which any man has built on the foundation, survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire." 

· Paul's thought calls to mind the image of God as the refiner's fire and fuller's soap mentioned in Malachi 3:2. Fuller's soap removed stains from clothing. A refiner’s fire was an oven of intense heat where precious metals were placed in order to purify them of their corrosion and dross. In the same way, purgatory is when a soul is immersed into the fire of God's love and lifted out of the residue of its imperfections. 

· Protestants argue that “purgatory” is not found in the bible – but, that does not disprove its existence.  Incarnation and Trinity are also not found in the bible.  Fundamentalists claim, as an article in Jimmy Swaggart’s magazine, The Evangelist put it that "Scripture clearly reveals that all the demands of divine justice on the sinner have been completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ. It also reveals that Christ has totally redeemed, or purchased back, that which was lost. The advocates of a purgatory (and the necessity of prayer for the dead) say, in effect, that the redemption of Christ was incomplete. . . . It has all been done for us by Jesus Christ, there is nothing to be added or done by man." 
· It is entirely correct to say that Christ accomplished all of our salvation for us on the cross. But that does not settle the question of how this redemption is applied to us. Scripture reveals that it is applied to us over the course of time through, among other things, the process of sanctification through which the Christian is made holy. Sanctification involves suffering (Rom. 5:3–5), and purgatory is the final stage of sanctification that some of us need to undergo before we enter heaven. Purgatory is the final phase of Christ’s applying to us the purifying redemption that he accomplished for us by his death on the cross.

(Slide 3) – What is an indulgence?  The lessening of temporal penalties.
Think about it this way.  Your soul is like a board.  As you sin, you hammer nails into the board.  Some are small little brads, while others are big nails that drive deep (venial and mortal sin).  Through Christ and the sacrament of Reconciliation, those nails – all of them – can be removed.  But what is left on the board?  Answer:  Holes.  This is the consequence of our sin.  We are forgiven, but the consequence remains.  The liar cannot take back the lie – it’s already been said.  The murderer cannot bring his victim back to life.  These temporal penalties are applied in purgatory.

Let’s break it down into 7 principles.
(Slide 4) - Principle 1: Sin results in guilt and punishment.  When a person sins, he acquires certain liabilities: the liability of guilt and the liability of punishment.  This idea of guilt clinging to our souls appears in texts that picture forgiveness as a cleansing or washing and the state of our forgiven souls as clean and white: "Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! . . . Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow" (Ps. 51:2, 7).

Why Hyssop?  Hyssop is one of the most oft- mentioned aromatic herbs and essential oils in the Bible, coming third after only Myrrh and Frankincense. Hyssop (Hyssopus officinalis) was used by the ancients for “purification from sin, addictions and destructive habits” as well as “respiratory relief, decongestant, expectorant, repeller of evil spirits” - as it was used to the repel the evil spirit of the Angel of Death during the tenth plague.

(Slide 5) - Principle 2: Punishments are both temporal and eternal.   The Bible indicates some punishments are eternal, lasting forever, but others are temporal, lasting only a time. 
· Eternal punishment is mentioned in Daniel 12:2: "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt."  We normally focus on the eternal penalties of sin, because they are the most important, but Scripture indicates temporal penalties are real and go back to the first sin humans committed – E.g. Genesis:  Women shall have pain in child bearing.  Men shall be “cursed to toil – “in the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground.”  

· Temporal punishment is punishment inflicted in this world or in purgatory.  Doing penance (prayer, fasting, almsgiving, works of mercy and patient suffering) remits temporal punishment.  Temporal punishment teaches the penitent the great evil of sin and to prevent him/her from falling again.  Sin affects the sinner himself, and his relationship with God and his fellow man.  God forgives a person, but the consequences of sin may still remain.
E.g. a murderer may be forgiven and yet his victim remains dead.  A drunkard is forgiven, but the damage to his liver/brain may be permanent.  This suffering is done by God the Father to discipline us, teaching us not to repeat the same failures, and humbling us to strengthen our faith in God.

Let's say you kill somebody, and go to confession and are forgiven. But you have to pay the consequences of that sin...you sit in jail for a very long time. That MAY meet God's justice, and if you don't pay now, you will pay later. 

Let's say you throw a rock through my window. You repent, go to confession, are forgiven, and get absolution. Jesus paid for your sin. But what about my window? Does Jesus pay for it? No, that's your responsibility. Paying for the window is the temporal punishment for throwing a rock through it. 

But what about all the "broken windows" we did not get around to paying for in our lives, metaphorically speaking? God's justice needs to be satisfied, and that is why there is purgatory. Temporal punishment occurs in this life, or the next. And God is so loving He accepts our prayers in lieu of after-death purification.

Another might be that two teens fall into fornication, and a child results. They may go to confession, and receive absolution, yet they still need to deal with the consequences. Perhaps "consequence" is a better term? Will they compound the sin by aborting? Will they give up the plans they have for their young futures to raise the child? Will they suffer the pain of giving up the child? All of these are the temporal consequences of their sin.

(Slide 6) - Principle 3: Temporal penalties may remain when a sin is forgiven.  When someone repents, God removes his guilt, but temporal penalties may remain. One passage demonstrating this is 2 Samuel 12, in which Nathan the prophet confronts David over his adultery: "Then David said to Nathan, `I have sinned against the Lord.' 
· "Nathan answered David: `The Lord on his part has forgiven your sin; you shall not die. But since you have utterly spurned the Lord by this deed, the child born to you must surely die'" (2 Sam. 12:13-14). God forgave David, to the point of sparing his life, but David still had to suffer the loss of his son as well as other temporal punishments. [See 2 Samuel 12:7-12 for a list].
· Also, Moses, who is clearly one of the saved (see Matt. 17:1-5), is told he will suffer a temporal penalty: "And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, `Because you did not believe in me, to sanctify me in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them'" (Num. 20:12; cf. 27:12-14).

(Slide 7) - Principle 4: God blesses some people as a reward to others.   Suppose a father prays for his seriously ill son and says, "Dear Lord, if I have pleased you, then please heal my son!" The father is asking that his son be healed as a reward for his (the father's) pleasing God. Intuitively we recognize this is a valid prayer that God sometimes answers positively. But we do not need to stop with our intuitions: Scripture confirms the fact.  
E.g. God promised Abraham a reward--a multitude of descendants who would not otherwise be born. These people received a great gift--the gift of life--because God rewarded the patriarch.

(Slide 8) - Principle 5: God remits temporal penalties suffered by some as a reward to others.   When God blesses one person as a reward to someone else, sometimes the specific blessing he gives is a reduction of the temporal penalties to which the first person is subject. 
· For example, Solomon's heart was led astray from the Lord toward the end of his life, and God promised to rip the kingdom away from him as a result.  "[T]he Lord said to Solomon: `Since this is what you want, and you have not kept my covenant and my statues which I enjoined on you, I will deprive you of the kingdom and give it to your servant. I will not do this during your lifetime, however, for the sake of your father David; it is your son whom I will deprive. Nor will I take away the whole kingdom. I will leave your son one tribe for the sake of my servant David and of Jerusalem, which I have chosen" (1 Kgs. 11:11-13). 
· God lessened the temporal punishment in two ways: by deferring the removal of the kingdom until the days of Solomon's son and by leaving one tribe (Benjamin) under Judah.
(Slide 9) - Principle 6: God remits temporal punishments through the Church.   Sacrament of Reconciliation!  God uses the Church when he removes temporal penalties. 
· This is the essence of the doctrine of indulgences.  From the beginning, acts of penance were assigned as part of the sacrament because the Church recognized that Christians must deal with temporal penalties, such as God's discipline and the need to compensate those our sins have injured.  In the early Church penances were sometimes severe. For serious sins, such as apostasy, murder, and abortion, the penances could stretch over years, but the Church recognized that repentant sinners could shorten their penances by pleasing God through pious or charitable acts that expressed sorrow over and a desire to make up for one's sin.

· Scripture tells us God gave the authority to forgive sins "to men" (Matt. 9:8) and to Christ's ministers in particular. Jesus told them, "As the Father has sent me, even so I send you. . . . Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (John 20:21-23).

(Slide 10) - Principle 7: God blesses dead Christians as a reward to living Christians.  From the beginning the Church recognized the validity of praying for the dead so that their transition into heaven (via purgatory) might be swift and smooth. This meant praying for the lessening or removal of temporal penalties holding them back from the full glory of heaven.  There is a difference between the way indulgences are obtained by us in this life and the way in which they are applied to the dead. The official documents of the Church, such as Pope Paul VI's apostolic constitution on indulgences, the Code of Canon Law, and The Catechism of the Catholic Church, all note that indulgences are applied to the dead by way of prayer. 

This is because Christians in the hereafter are no longer under the earthly Church's jurisdiction. They no longer can receive sacraments, including penance, and the Church does not have authority to release their temporal penalties.
(Slide 11) – This is Chapter 18 in Christ Our Life – The way of Holiness. 

In ever age since the time of Jesus, men and women who have become aware of Him have had to decide:  “Am I for Christ or against Him?”  Those who choose Him are expected to do more than merely believe and worship; they are expected to witness to Christ as a way of life, as a return of love for love.

(Slide 12)  What is the Acts of the Apostles? (Book of the early Christian Church)

In the early chapter of Acts, Luke portrayed the ideal of such commitment – it was a big risk of everything to be loyal to Christ.  Several decades after Luke, Ignatius of Antioch wrote in a letter to Ephesians:

“These are the beginning and the end of life:  faith the beginning, love the end.  When these 2 are found together, there is God, and everything else concerning right living follows them.  No one professing faith, sins; no one possessing love, hates.  A tree is known by its fruit.  So those who profess to belong to Christ will be known by what they do.”

(Slide 13)  Read John 13:34, 14-15.  “I give you a new commandment:  love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also should love one another … I you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”
(Slide 14) What is love?  (Write answers on board)  - lead the discussion to agreement that to love is to will good to someone.  

(Slides 15 & 16):

Homework:  So here’s your homework for the week.  Every night this week, before you close your eyes, I want you to ask these 2 questions of yourself:  (Slide 15) 1.  Who feels that I love them with the love of Christ?  (Slide 16) 2.  Do I strive for personal holiness through Christian moral living?

(Slide 17)

If you were asked to count all the people you love, how many names would you list?  

(Slide 18)  Who was the very first person who loved you?  (Answers will vary – discuss generally)
(Slide 19) Give me reasons why people love you.

(Slide 20)  God loved you 1st.  How can you determine that you are really living a life of love as Jesus did?  
· Throughout the ages, God revealed what a life of love should look like.  God revealed His love and will through Abraham and Moses, the prophets, and others.  But this revelation of God was not really clear; it was out of focus.  
· God finally revealed His love most perfectly in Jesus, who lived among us to share more fully the knowledge and love of God.  You are to take on and reflect to others Jesus’ attitudes, his message, his teachings, his love.  This is the way of life for a follower of Christ; this is what it means to get your life in focus.

(Slide 21)  What is a covenant?  A sacred agreement
(Slide 22) What had God done for the Israelites?  Brought them out of slavery and despair
How would the Israelites witness to the world that they were followers of Yahweh?  By living out the covenant, obeying the 10 Commandments – write on the board 

1. I am the Lord thy God.  Thou shalt not have strange gods before Me.

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

3. Remember thou keep the Sabbath Day holy.

4. Honor thy Father and thy Mother.

5. Thou shalt not kill.

6. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

7. Thou shalt not steal.

8. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

9. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.

(Slide 23) Early Christians were also people of the covenant.  They lived a pattern of life that they called “The Way.”  This meant that they followed Christ who said, “I am the way” (John 14:6).  They lived according to his example and his teachings.  Jesus had said that to inherit eternal life, we must keep the commandments.  

(Slide 24) In addition, he had given his followers a new commandment:  “As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.”  (John 13:34)

(Slide 25)  You have made a covenant with God at baptism.  We show this love by living like Him (WWJD).  Real freedom and happiness are found by living His Way.  
· Remember the hand (pinky = physical us [bodies]; ring finger = psychological us [feelings]; “birdie” finger = intellectual us [we think]; index finger = moral us [we have free will to choose]; thumb is spiritual us and is the one appendage that can touch the other fingers.)
(Slide 26)  Write “Didache” (DID ah KAY) on the board = the Teaching of the 12 Apostles – the oldest known Christian writings.  This document describes 2 ways to live:  The Way of Life (The Way of Life is to love the God who made you and love your neighbor as yourself.  This way leads to God.) and …
(Slide 27) … the Way of Death.  Caught up in sin.
(Slide 28)  What is a sin?  Discuss venial v. mortal.  Analogize to disease.  Venial sin is like a viral disease that makes us weak (e.g. you get the flu and are weakened).  Mortal sin is like a terminal disease that will kill us unless we can be cured (e.g. Cancer).  When we are weakened, we are more susceptible to greater harm.
· There are 3 conditions for a Mortal sin to exist:

· Was the sin a serious violation of God’s law? (e.g. murder, big theft, adultery, etc.)

· Did the person know it was wrong?

· Did the person commit the sin with deliberate consent?  (e.g. being raped is not the sin of adultery – not consented)
(Slide 29)  What is a vice?  Answer:  An evil inclination or a tendency toward sin.  What is the difference between a vice and sin?  A vice is a pull toward or a leaning toward an evil act or way of acting.  Sin is the performance of the act, the omission of God, or the willing of a sinful thought.  There are 3 sources of temptation:
· World – Bad friends, TV, immoral literature, etc.

· Flesh – We are “wired” to sin as children of Adam and Eve – we lean towards sin.  It is why we need a savior!
· Devil – (1 Peter 5:8) “Keep sober and alert, because your enemy the devil is on the prowl like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”  Satan is very real.  (Prayer of St. Michael implores God’s help to defend against the Devil.)

(Slide 30)  There are 7 vices – also call the 7 capital sins or deadly sins.  These are actually evil tendencies rather than sins.  They are called CAPITAL because they are the sources for ALL sin.  – (Think of Star Wars and “The dark side”)

(Slide 31)  Pride – Excessive love for one’s self.  An exaggerated opinion of one’s own excellence.  It leads us to think we are better than others or that we deserve more than others.  It is often referred to as the root of all sin.  People who are proud fail to realize that all their gifts come from God.

(Slide 32)  Greed/Covetousness – An excessive desire for wealth and possessions.  It may lead to lying, cheating, neglecting the poor, or being wasteful and extravagant.

(Slide 33)  Anger/Rage – An emotion that urges a person to repel anything displeasing.  It leads to quarreling, hatred, and violence.  Uncontrolled anger causes unhappiness to the one who is angry and to all those around him/her.

(Slide 34)  Lust – An excessive desire for or indulgence in sexual pleasure.  It is also using other people in order to satisfy one’s own desire for such pleasure.

(Slide 35)  Gluttony – An excessive liking for or use of food or drink.

(Slide 36)  Envy – Sadness at or resentment of another’s success.  A person who is envious may be happy about another’s failure or misfortune.

(Slide 37)  Sloth – Laziness – An unwillingness to do anything, particularly to fulfill one’s religious obligations.  Sloth leads to neglect of social and personal duties.

(Slide 38)  What is a virtue?  (A habit or tendency that helps you do what is morally good.  It takes more than 1 act to make a virtue.  It is the opposite of a vice.)

(Slide 39)  Humility – Opposite of Pride.  A/k/a Christian self-esteem, leads you to have a truthful opinion of yourself.  You are able to give credit to God for your success and talents.  A humble person depends on God and expresses this attitude in gratitude and prayer.

(Slide 40)  Chastity – Opposite of Lust - Controls our sexual desires by conforming them to right reason and the Christian faith.  A chaste person is modest and respectful of others.

(Slide 41)  Generosity – opposite of greed – leads you to give freely of your time, talents, or money for the good of others.  It helps you realize that the goods of the earth are meant to be shared.

(Slide 42) Meekness – Opposite of Anger/Rage - Mildness, gentleness or Christian courage, leads you to be gracious and peaceful with others.  A meek person can protect others and do what is right with calm courage.  A meek person can control anger and bear sufferings without complaint.

(Slide 43)  Temperance – Opposite of Gluttony - Moderation leads you to make sensible use of food and drink – having enough to sustain your health, avoiding selfish use or overindulgence.

(Slide 44) Love of others – Opposite of Envy – joy at other’s success helps you recognize the giftedness of others.  This love promotes peace and harmony and is proved through your prayers, acts of kindness, and encouraging words for others.

(Slide 45)  Diligence – opposite of sloth – helps you work hard and devote the time needed for any task.  It leads you to faithfulness and the joy of persevering to the end.

(Slide 46)  So, which way of life will you choose?
