Angels and Demons
Introduction:  Song – “Sea of Faces” + Morning Offering Prayer.  Journal:  What is an angel and have you ever encountered one?  

· Story:  The Contact Lens (Read)  
· Discussion:  How many of you think you have pretty good attention at what goes on in the world around you?  Would you be able to recall details of a crime you witnessed?  Are you a good “multi-tasker?”  Can you be focused on something and still aware of what is going on around you?  (E.g. homework and TV/Music; texting and having a conversation)

· Watch:  “The Switcheroo”  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW8UiTQtiwA 

· Ask:  Would you notice the difference?

· Watch:  Brain Games – 2/4 by National Geographics http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTrK0ZOVLYs 

· Discussion:  There are limits to our ability.  We are much more susceptible to influences in our world that we are not even aware of (e.g. subtle advertising), than we’d like to admit, right? Let’s apply what we’ve just discovered about our mental limitations to Angels and Demons.  Do you think that you would necessarily be aware of the role of spirits?
Slide 1:  Introduce Subject

· Catholics believe in Angels and Demons

· The Bible contains enumerable references to Angels and Demons

· Angels (and Demons) are not to be worshipped

· Let’s learn some more
Slide 2:  Define the word “Angel” (Latin = Angelus; Greek = Aggelos; Means: One sent or Messenger)
Slide 3:   Can humans become angels?  No.  Not technically.  Angels are completely different beings.  This is a very common misconception.  But, we often say, “You’re an angel.”  Discuss the use of the term loosely in our lives.

Slide 4:   As a Catholic, your faith believes in Angels.  
· In today's culture, we see artistic renditions of angels everywhere: statues, pictures, pins, necklaces, bumper stickers, posters. They are a highly popular item. But what are angels? Do we really understand that we must believe in angels, that they are a part of our faith? 
· Do we realize that they are best allies in getting to our heavenly goal? Do we remember to continually ask for their assistance? 
· Dogma of Faith - Angels are a dogma of the Catholic Faith. Every Sunday Mass when we recite the Nicene Creed (dating from the year 325), we restate our belief of the creation and existence of angels, implicit in the phrase "We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen (or other translations of all things visible and invisible)..."  BUT THEY ARE NOT TO BE WORSHIPPED.
Slide 5:  What is an Angel?  “As purely spiritual creatures angels have intelligence and will: they are personal and immortal creatures, surpassing in perfection all visible creatures, as the splendor of their glory bears witness" (Catechism, 329, 330).
Slide 6:  To understand what a true angel is, we must examine:
1. The meaning of the term in the bible

2. The office of the angels

3. The names assigned to angels

4. The distinction between good and evil spirits

5. The divisions of angelic choirs

6. The question or angelic appearances, and

7. The development of the scriptural idea of angels

Slide 7:  Bible represents angels as a body of spiritual being intermediate between God and men:  “You have made him [man] a little less than the angels.”  (Psalms 8:6). 

Slide 8:  Just like men, angels were created by God.  “praise ye Him, all His angels: praise ye Him, all His hosts … for He spoke and they were made.  He commanded and they were created.”  (Psalms 148:2, 5; Colossians 1:16-17)
Slide 9:  According to the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, they are spirits.  “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent to minister to them who shall receive the inheritance of salvation?”  (Hebrews 1:14)

Slide 10:  The primary function of the angelic host is expressed by the word “assistance” (Job 1:6; 2:1), and Jesus refers to it as their perpetual occupation (Matthew 18:10).  

Slide 11:  More than once we are told of seven angels whose special function it is to “stand before God’s throne.”  (Tobit 12:15; Revelation 8:2-5).  

Slide 12:  Angels in the bible generally appear in the role of God’s messenger to mankind.  Can you name some examples?

Slide 13:
· (OT) Judges 13:  Angels drew Lot out of Sodom; an angel announces to Gideon that he is to save his people; and angel foretells the birth of Samson

· (OT) Daniel 8:16:  An angel (Gabriel) instructs Daniel; “And I heard the voice of a man between Ulai:  and he called and said: ‘Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.’”
· (NT) Luke 2:9 – angels announce the birth of St. John the Baptist and the Incarnation of the Redeemer to the Shepherds in the night; “An angel of the Lord stood over them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.  They were terrified, …”
Slide 14:  Guardian Angels - Throughout the bible we find it repeatedly implied that each individual soul has a guardian angel.  Examples:  
· Thus Abraham, when sending his steward to seek a wife for Isaac, says:  “He will send His angel before thee.” (Genesis 24:7).  
· Also, the words of the 90th Psalm which the devil quoted to our Lord (Matthew 4:6) are well know – one of the famous temptations that comes from Psalms, “As the Lord lives, His angel has been my keeper.”  
· Jesus even says himself,”See that you despise not one of these little ones; for I say to you that their angels in Heaven always see the face of My Father who is in Heaven.”  (Matthew 18:10)

Slide 15:  Based upon Scripture, we know that there are 9 orders of angels breaking into 3 Hierarchies or “Chiors”:
1. Hierarchy 1 – Known as the “Councilors of God,” these angels have no direct contact with mankind.  They are the angels of Gods Presence. – Includes:  Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones
2. Hierachy 2 – known as the “Governors,” they regulate the forces of nature – Includes:  Dominations or Dominions, Virtues and Powers
3. Hierarchy 3 – Known as the “Messengers of God,” these angels minister directly to Man – include:  Principalities or Princedoms, Archangels, and Angels
Slide 16:  Angels – Order 9 - These angels are closest to the material world and human begins. They deliver the prayers to God and God's answers and other messages to humans. Angels have the capacity to access any and all other Angels at any time. They are the most caring and able to assist those who ask for help.

Slide 17:  Archangels – Order 8
Archangels are generally taken to mean "chief or leading angel" ( Jude 9; 1 Thes 4:16), they are the most frequently mentioned throughout the Bible. They may be of this or other hierarchies as St. Michael Archangel, who is a princely Seraph. The Archangels have a unique role as God's messenger to the people at critical times in history and salvation (Tb 12:6, 15; Jn 5:4; Rv 12:7-9) as in The Annunciation and Apocalypse. A feast day celebrating the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael is celebrated throughout the Church Sep 29. A special part of the Byzantine Liturgy invokes the "Cherubic Hymn" which celebrates these archangels and the guardian angels particularly. Of special significance is St. Michael as he has been invoked as patron and protector by the Church from the time of the Apostles. The Eastern Rite and many others place him over all the angels, as Prince of the Seraphim. He is described as the "chief of princes" and as the leader of the forces of heaven in their triumph over Satan and his followers. The angel Gabriel first appeared in the Old Testament in the prophesies of Daniel, he announced the prophecy of 70 weeks (Dn 9:21-27). He appeared to Zechariah to announce the birth of St. John the Baptist (Lk 1:11). It was also Gabriel which proclaimed the Annunciation of Mary to be the mother of our Lord and Savior. (Lk 1:26) The angel Raphael first appeared in the book of Tobit (Tobias)(Tb 3:25, 5:5-28, 6-12). He announces "I am the Angel Raphael, one of the seven who stand before the throne of God." (Tb 12:15)

Slide 18:  Principalities – Order 7 – Highest of the 3rd Hierarchy
The angels who belong to the highest choir in the lowest order of the angelic hosts. With the archangels and angels they form the heavenly multitude who are God's ordinary and immediate servants in what pertains to the visible world. It is probable that whole countries are assigned to the care of certain principalities. In the New Testament Principalities refers to one type of spiritual (metaphysical) being which can be hostile to God and human beings. (Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col 1:16; 2:10, 15) Along with the principalities are the powers (Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 1 Pt 3:22; 2 Thes 1:7); and cosmological powers (1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 3:10; Col 2:15);  Dominions (Eph 1:21; Col 1:16) and thrones (Col1:16). The clarity of the New Testament witness helps see that these beings were created through Christ and for Him (Col 1:16). Given their hostility to God and humans due to sin, Christ's ultimate rule over them (ibid) expresses the reign of the Lord over all in the cosmos. This is the Lordship of Christ, which reveals God's tremendous salvation in conquering sin and death at the cross, and now takes place in the Church. (Eph 3:10)
Slide 19:  Powers – Order 6
Powers are Warrior Angels against evil defending the cosmos and humans. They are known as potentates (from Latin word “pontens,” which means powerful). They fight against evil spirits who attempt to wreak chaos through human beings. The chief is said to be either Samael or Camael, both angels of darkness.
Slide 20-21:  Virtues – Order 5 (13c - This is an actual photograph of a cloud.  13d – Remember the story about the contact lens on the back of an ant?)
Virtues are known as the Spirits of Motion and control the elements. They are sometimes referred to as "the shining ones." They govern all nature. They have control over seasons, stars, moon; even the sun is subject to their command. They are also in charge of miracles and provide courage, grace, and valor.

Slide 22:  Order 4 – Dominions – Highest Order of the 2nd Hierarchy
Dominions are Angels of Leadership. They regulate the duties of the angels, making known the commands of God.
Slide 23:  Order 3 – Thrones
Thrones are the Angels of pure Humility, Peace and Submisssion. They reside in the area of the cosmos where material form begins to take shape. The lower Choir of Angels need the Thrones to access God.  They are described in Ezekiel 1:13-19 as having four wings and four faces. They sparkled like the color of burnished brass. They had the hands of a man under their wings. Their wings were joined one to the other and they did not turn when they traveled - they all went straight forward. They had four faces. They had the face of a man as well as three other faces on their helmets - that of a lion, an ox, and an eagle.
Slide 24:  Order 2 – Cherubim

The second highest in the nine hierarchies or choirs of angels. The Old Testament does not reveal any evidence that the Jews considered them as intercessors or helpers of God. They were closely linked in God's glory. They are manlike in appearance and double-winged and were guardians of God's glory. In the New Testament, they are alluded to as celestial attendants in the Apocalypse (Rv 4-6). Catholic tradition describes them as angels who have an intimate knowledge of God and continually praise Him.  They were not described as the cute little "cupidlike" angels depicted by painters, but instead as having four wings.  

Slide 25:  Order 1 – Seraphim

These are the highest order or choir of angels. They are the angels who are attendants or guardians before God's throne. They praise God, calling, "Holy Holy Holy is the Lord of Hosts". The only Bible reference is Isaiah 6:1-7. One of them touched Isaiah's lips with a live coal from the altar, cleansing him from sin. Seraphim have six wings, two cover their faces, two cover their feet, and two are for flying.
“In the year that King Ozias died, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and elevated: and his train filled the temple. 2 Upon it stood the seraphims: the one had six wings, and the other had six wings: with two they covered his face, and with two they covered his feet, and with two they flew. 3 And they cried one to another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God of hosts, all the earth is full of his glory, 4 and the lintels of the doors were moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: Woe is me, because I have held my peace; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people that has unclean lips, and I have seen with my eyes the King the Lord of hosts.

6 And one of the seraphims flew to me, and in his hand was a live coal, which he had taken with the tongs off the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth, and said: Behold this has touched your lips, and your iniquities shall be taken away, and your sin shall be cleansed.”
Slide 26:  Appearances of Angels

Story 1:  An Angel's Message of Warning
Location: Louisville Kentucky USA
by: Joan Fowler

Our 11 month old son was in his playpen in the family room. His dad was watching a ballgame on tv in the same room and Jason had his normal FisherPrice toys all around him to keep him from getting bored. I was upstairs working on the laundry when I decided to lie down on the bed for a few seconds to rest. While I was almost ready to doze off, a clear voice spoke to me and said, \"The baby is choking, go now!\" 
I got up immediately and ran down the steps to the family room. I saw Jason standing up in his playpen smiling at me. Then I noticed my husband eating potato chips and drinking a coke. He turned around and asked me what was wrong. I said, \"Jason is choking.\" My husband looked at the seemingly calm child and said, \"You were dreaming. He's fine. Go back upstairs and rest.\" I couldn't let this strong command I heard go unchecked. So, I went over to Jason and stuck my finger in his mouth and pulled out 1/2 of a plastic Fisher Price key from a play keychain. He was seconds away from swallowing the large object he had bitten off that would surely have choked him to death. My knees became weak and I fell to the ground. I began thanking God for sending a message from Jason's angel that was sent to protect him from harm. I have the broken key set in his box of memorbilia and I look at it every few years just to remind me to always be on my guard when I receive a command that u! rges me to take action. It may be a life-saving experience for me or someone I know. I always praise God for his Angels. Their messages are directly from the Throne of Our Father in Heaven and they are sent to keep us in His care. 

Touched By An Angel

Location: Omaha Nebraska USA
by: Debra Sueper 

Starting ten years ago my mother Rose Margaret passed away suddenly after a short illness. This was devastating for our family. Then two years after that my father Dale passed away after a short illness. This left my family feeling lost. I am the oldest of four adult children and I now felt the reality of our mortality. Several years later After watching the nightly news and after listening to all the bad things happening in the world I went to bed feeling sad. I started saying my nightly prayers and cried and told my parents how much I loved and missed them. I must have fallen asleep during this time and the next thing I remember was waking up startled and with eyes wide awake saw white translucent angelic looking spirits floating above me. At first I was scared and opened and closed my eyes several times, then the next thing I remember was the touch of a hand on my right shoulder, at that very moment I had a sense of pure calm and peace. I remember feeling like everything was going to be okay and I closed my eyes and fell asleep. I remembered this experience the next morning when I woke up and felt like I had experienced something very special. This reaffirmed my belief in angels. 

Tell story about Brian (husband) driving too fast and a voice telling him to slow down – and, he comes up on a small child running into the street.  Try to get the kids to think of times when they may have had an encounter.
Slide 27:  Three well know Angels have names:  Michael and Gabriel and Raphael
Michael:  Fought with Lucifer

Gabriel:  2x sent to Daniel and appears to Mary

Raphael:  Our knowledge of the Archangel Raphael comes to us from the book of Tobit. His mission as wonderful healer and fellow traveler with the youthful Tobias has caused him to be invoked for journeys and at critical moments in life. Tradition also holds that Raphael is the angel that stirred the waters at the healing sheep pool in Bethesda. His name means "God has healed".
Slide 28:  Fallen Angels
Here it is clearly taught that the Devil and the other demons are spiritual or angelic creatures created by God in a state of innocence, and that they became evil by their own act. It is added that man sinned by the suggestion of the Devil, and that in the next world the wicked shall suffer perpetual punishment with the Devil. 
In the ceremony of initiation in the primitive Church, Satan was renounced.  We are asked to renounce him at time today.
The gradual development of Hebrew consciousness on this point is very clearly marked in the inspired writings. The account of the fall of our First Parents (Genesis 3) is couched in such terms that it is impossible to see in it anything more than the acknowledgment of the existence of a principle of evil who was jealous of the human race.

In New Testament times the idea of the two spiritual kingdoms is clearly established. The devil is a fallen angel who in his fall has drawn multitudes of the heavenly host in his train. Our Lord terms him "the Prince of this world" (John 14:30); he is the tempter of the human race and tries to involve them in his fall (Matthew 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 11:14; 12:7). Christian imagery of the devil as the dragon is mainly derived from the Apocalypse (9:11-15 and 12:7-9), where he is termed "the angel of the bottomless pit", "the dragon", "the old serpent", etc., and is represented as having actually been in combat with Archangel Michael. The similarity between scenes such as these and the early Babylonian accounts of the struggle between Merodach and the dragon Tiamat is very striking. Whether we are to trace its origin to vague reminiscences of the mighty saurians which once people the earth is a moot question, but the curious reader may consult Bousett, "The Anti-Christ Legend" (tr. by Keane, London, 1896). The translator has prefixed to it an interesting discussion on the origin of the Babylonian Dragon-Myth.

Slide 29:  The Devil

We don’t know a lot, but we do know:

1. The Devil is at the origin of mankind's first misfortune- he was the wily, fatal tempter involved in the first sin, the original sin.[16] 

2. That fall of Adam gave the Devil a certain dominion over man, from which only Christ's Redemption can free us. It is a history that is still going on: let us recall the exorcisms at Baptism, and the frequent references in Sacred Scripture and in the liturgy to the aggressive and oppressive "power of darkness."[17] 

3. The Devil is the number one enemy, the preeminent tempter.

Catechism:  414 Satan or the devil and the other demons are fallen angels who have freely refused to serve God and his plan. Their choice against God is definitive. They try to associate man in their revolt against God.

Old Testament:

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, who didst rise in the morning? how art thou fallen to the earth, that didst wound the nations? And thou saidst in thy heart: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God, I will sit in the mountain of the covenant, in the sides of the north. I will ascend above the height of the clouds, I will be like the most High. But yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, into the depth of the pit.” (Isaiah 14:12-15)  Lucifer was thought to be an archangel – and held the distinct position of Light Bearer.  

New Testament:  Having by their own free will lost their destiny, the devils were forever barred from the vision of God and condemned into that everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41).

Slide 30:  Defense against Evil

What defense, what remedy should we use against the Devil's action?  (Writing from Pope John Paul II)

· Grace is the decisive defense (we get this from practicing the Sacraments, established by Christ, our Savior). Innocence takes on the aspect of strength. Everyone recalls how often the apostolic method of teaching used the armor of a soldier as a symbol for the virtues that can make a Christian invulnerable.[27] 

· The Christian must be a militant; he must be vigilant and strong;[28] and he must at times make use of special ascetical practices to escape from certain diabolical attacks. Jesus teaches us this by pointing to "prayer and fasting" as the remedy.[29] 

· And the Apostle suggests the main line we should follow: "Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."[30]
Slide 31:  Questions

Closing Prayer

Guardian Angel
Angel of God, 
my Guardian dear,
to whom His love
commits me here,
ever this day (or night)
be at my side,
to light and guard,
to rule and guide.
Amen.
